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As fade as J ara d to wk + _ 
earneſt Deſt res in publiſhing this 
Sermon, at the fe ame time it came into my 
Mind who had an undoubted Title to it, 
and to whom I ſhou 4 preſent it. | 
What you heard from the Pulpit Jou i 
may now read from the Preſs, for it was 
for your ſakes particularly J Penn'd and 
Preachd it; and if it conduceth to ſtop 
the Mouths of ſuch as have been opened 
to ſpeak evil of Dignities, and by their 
Seditions and Kebellious practices, wou'd 
leſſen the Glory of His Preſent Majeſty, 
who is a tender and affectionate Father to 
our Country, and will do nothing to the 
prejudice of his People, I have my Aim, and 
I hope Ton Delight and Satisfaction. T am 


Tour A Fectionate Lecturer 
and Friend 


Tho, Knaggs. 


Wee 
V 
28585 WNT 5 5 , 7 OLE 


7 


HE B. Chap. XII. Ver. 14. 


And Holineſs, without which no Man 


ſhall ſee the Lord. 


OT to trouble you with a long Pre- 


_ Epiſtle, or a tedious Diſcourſe of the 
p whole Chapter, you may pleaſe at firſt 
view to take Notice of theſe two parts. 

I. An Exhortation, follow Holineſs - 


II. A weighty Reaſon enforcing it, without | 


which no man ſhall ſee. the Lord. SY 
In handling the firſt point, I ſhall by Gods 
Aſſiſtance, 


1. Shew what Holineſs is. 


_ Holineſs is a ſeparation of a thing from a com- 


mon to an Holy uſe, and fo the word in the ori- 


ginal implies. God ſpeaking to the children of 


lirael, ſays * I am the Lord your God which have ſe- 


parated you ſFom other people, for Tthe Lord am bo- 
ly, and have ſever'd your from other people that ye 


ſhou'd be mine. An expreſs intimation to the J 


raclites, that to be holy is to be ſeparated from 
f | A 2 | others 
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others of the ſame rank, and that they ſhou'd be 
his + peculiar people as he had promiſed them, and 
to make them high above all nations which he hath 


made, in praiſe, and in name, and in honour, and 


that thou, (i. e. Iſrael) mayeſt be an holy people un- 


to the Lord thy God, as he hath ſpoken. 


* Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy, ſaid 
God. Now to keep it Holy, according to the No- 


tion of Scripture, is to ſeparate or diſtinguiſh it 


from other days, by way of preheminence and 
excellence, and ſet it apart by devoting it to 


Prayer, to publick Worſhip, to Reading of the 
Scripture, and to perform other Holy Duties, as 


God's ſpecial Service and Property in that day. 

This Notion of Holineſs is farther intimated 
and confirmed by the Apoſtle, where ſpeaking of 
ſuch as have fallen from Chriſt, and forſaken 
Chriſtianity after receiving it, ſays + of how much 
ſorer puniſhment ſhall he be thought wort hy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and counted the 
blond of the covenant,wherewith he was ſanctify'd, 
as Re, 4 common thing For tho? our Tranſlati- 
on renders it an anboly thing, yet falling from 
Chriſt, and looking upon him as a Perſon of no 
Worth, and as one that dy'd as a Malefactor, 
eſteem'd his Blood no better than unclean, pro- 
phane Blood, and rejected it as Common, having 
no Benefit in it. 5 
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Io be Common i 
be Holy is to be ſeparated from the Common; and 
as Unholy and Unclean are taken the one for the 
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s oppoſite to Holineſs, and to 


other, 
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* fo Clean and Holy import the ſame in Scrip- 
ture. * What God bath cleanſed, that call not bon 
common, {aid the voice from Heaven in anſwer 
to St. Peter, who ſaid ||, Lord, I have never eaten 
any thing that is common or unclean, 

8. Paul ſpeaking of ſome among theC n 
who prophan d with their own Feaſts the Lords 
Supper, and uſing it as a common Banquet, reproves 
them, ſaying, + vot diſcerning the Lords body. 
They made no difference between the Lords Sup- 
per and an ordinary Meal, prophaning the Body 

of Chriſt, and receiving the Sacred Elements with 
unprepared Hearts, and not afteran Holy manner. 
Tho? no inherent Holineſs or Virtue is, or can be 
attributed to the Fabrick or Materials of our 
Churches, yet in reſpect as they are ſeparated and 
ſet apart from common and ſecular Uſes, and De- 
dicated to Gods peculiar Service, they have a Re- 

lative Dignity, and ought to be eſtcen'd as Holy 

Places, as being * Houſes and Places where God's s 
Honour may be ſaid to dwell, and where we may 
Þ werſbip bim in the Beauty of Holineſs, And God 
grant our Churches may be as Mount Sion, which 
may not be remov'd, bus ſtand 775 for ever. 

Thus having ſhewn that olineſs imports a 
place of Excellence and Separation from what is 

; common Or unclean. I proceed, 
2. Toſhew what it is to follow Holineſs. | 
Io follow ſignifies to purſue eagerly, and notes 
out unto us that Holineſe is difficult to attain, it 
flies from us; which may be apply'd againſt a _ 
old 
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fold 9 one in Doctrine, which is that of the 
Pelagians,attributing it to the Power of Free Will 
to be Holy when we will, without the uſe or need 


of means, as the Mord, Prayer, or Sacraments, the 


other is an Error in practice of many Men, Who 
think it ſo eaſie a matter to attain Holineſs, that 


they care not how long they put it off. 


Follow Holineſs, the Exhortation in the Text 


may be ſtrengthned with this Motive. 


In regard ot the Object, it brings Safety, and 


Gods Protection with it. 


The Reformation of your Lives, a Fear of 
God, and keeping his Commandments, Purity 


of heart, and a careful Obedience to the Goſpel 
of Salvation wou d go a great way in the main- 
raining your antient Rights and Liberties, and 
bid very fair for the happineſs and proſperity of 
your Country, your ſelves, and Poſterity. If Men 
were good, God wou'd not ſuffer the Times to 
be bad, for bad Men make bad Times, and unleſs 
they grow better, we muſt not expect the Times 
will. Peace and Wickedneſs are inconſiſtent 
each with the other, and Quiet Times can never 
ſtand with Irreligion, Unholineſs, and living in. 
Contempt of God and Goodneis. - What was it 
that brought the Kingdom of Hfrael to ruine but 
their Sins? And what was it but theſe which 
brought Deſolation on Judah? The deſpiſing of 


God, contemning his Word, ſlighting his Ordi- | 


nances, prophaning hisSabbaths, and ſuch Indig- 


nities. have cauſed God to execute his fierce Diſ- 


dpleaſure upon ſuch tranſgreſſing Nations. 
We of this Nation have had ſevere Judgments 


upan 
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upon us; Peſtilence, Fire, a long, heavy, expen- 
ſive War, and ſome other dreadful and terrible 
Calamities have lien heavy upon us; but unleſs 
they amend us and bring us to Repentance, there 
is too much cauſe to fear that {ome other hang 
over our Heads, and ſomething worſethan what 
hath been yet, may fall upon us. 
Wat greater Encouragement can the Enemies 

of our Conſtitution in Church and State have, than 
to ſee Men daring and provoking God to his ve- 
ry Face by their Sins and Iniquities, deſpifing his 
Mercies, unthankful for his Deliverances, ſlight- 
ing his Bleſſing gs, and with Noiſe and Inſolence, 
Calumny and Betraction, Uncharitable cenſures, 
and bitter reproaches, wildneſs and violence con- 
firming their Diſobedience both to the Laws of 
God and the Land, by Unchriſtian neats,Quarrel- 
lings, and Contentions. 

Whilſt our Sins are againſt God, our Adverſa- 
ries may very well hope He will be againſt us, 
and whilſt by them we are at open War with 
Him, they may with good Reaſon conclude He 
will have a Controverſie with us. F 

That monſtrons Atheiſm and Prophaneſs, and 
thoſe Fends and Diviſions which have taken root 
and overſpread the Kingdom, will without a Mi- 
raculous Mercy, at one time or other, lay us open, 
and let in our Adverſaries to conſume us, and 
which render us at this Day the Scorn and De- 
riſion of all Proteſtant Nations round about us. 


All the eminent Calamities and Judgments we 
read 
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read of among the Romant, Saxons, Danes, 


themſelves. 
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and Normans,tollow'd immediately upon a Uni- 
verſal Debauchery, and began by civil Wars among 


And if we look into the Holy Scriptures, we 


will find that a Deluge of Waters immediately fol- 


low'd a Deluge of Prophaneneſs and Wickedriefs, 
and that the People were never ſold into the 


hands of their Enemies, till they had /o/4 them - 


ſelves to work Wickedneſs. Now if we corre- | 
ſpond with thoſe times by our Sins and Diviſions, 


we may draw a moſt terrible Concluſion, our 


Land ſhall mourn. ol 
What's to be done to make God our Friend? 

to vindicate us in the Truth?to juſtifie our Cauſe? 

to ſecure to us our Holy Religion? and to keep 


 Thranny and an Arbitrary Power from Breaking 
in upon us? Even to come to a Speedy Repen- 


tance, to be at Peace among our ſelves, to ſtudy 
to be Quiet, not to ſpeak evil of Diguities, not to 
put off Chimrera's for Realities upon the People, to 


ſtifle thoſe Animoſities which rend us to pieces, 
to be thankful for our Succeſs and Victories, and 


to diſcourage all Rebellious Tumults and Riots, 
which are carried on by groundleſs Jealouſies, 
with a purpoſe to widen and heighten our Dif- 


ferences, to incite one party to Hatred, Rancour, | 


Wrath, and Diſcord againſt another, to deſtroy 
the Preſent Government, and give us and our 
Poſterity up into the hands of Popery, which 


made Slaves and Vaſſals of our Forefathers. 


Holineſs 
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: Holineſs above all things elſe, conduceth to the 


| ſecurity and exaltation of a Nation, for thoſe 
that are endow'd with it are truly Vertuous,incli- 


nable to all other Graces; and it plants in them all 
thoſe Qualities and Diſpoſitions as tend to Love, 


Unity, Peace, and to the obſervance of ſuch 
things as promote the Publick Good and Welfare 
both in Church and State: As the proſperity of a 
Kingdom depends upon Religion, ſo Conqueſts, 


Miſeries, and Devaſtations ot People, moſt com- 
monly have hapned upon their living under a 
neglett of it, which made even Mac/1avel ſay, 


Þ+ That as the obſervance of Divine Worſhip cauſeth 


the greatneſs of a Common Wealth, ſo the Contempt 
of it deſtroys it. And Plutareh was much in the 
right when he ſaid, that a City might as eaſily 
be built in the Air, as a Common Wealth either 
conſtituted, or conſerv'd, without Religion. 

The very Heat hens ſet ſuch an eſtimate upon 
Religion, as to aſſign the obſervance thereof to 
be the cauſe of all proſperity to a People; as on 


the contrary, the contempt and neglect of the 


ſame to be certain fore-runners,if not procurers, 
of the greateſt Miſeries and Devaſtations, And 
the Romans themſelves eſteem'd Piety and Reli- 
gion the main foundation of their mighty 


Empire. When word was brought Numa Pom- 


pilizs, that his Enemies were at hand, ready to 
ſurprize Him, thus anſwer' d, Iam uncler the pro- 
tection of the Gods, whilſt I am intent upon their 
Service. c ' 

* „ 


* Plut, Apopb. 


1 Mach. Diſe. on Tit, Liv, I. 10. c. 11. 12. 
Ein vita Numa. 
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Ihe People under the Kings of Judah, while. 
they were Religious, and adher'd ſtedfaſtly to 

Holineſs, enjoy'd the greateſt Proſperity, Peace, 
and Plenty, but upon their declining in their 
Piety and Godlineſs, Trouble and Confuſion 

conſtantly follow'd. And as they were de- 

{troy'd by their Wickedneſs, Factions, and Divi- 

ſions, ſo let us take warning by chem, and pre- 

ſerve our Church and tate by living Holy Lives, 

by a good Agreement among our ſelves, and by 

being a thankful People, for the happineſs we 
now enjoy under the Government of the beſt of 

Kings, upon whoſe Royal Head, God, as this 

Day, ſet the Crown. And tho' it pleas'd God 

to take to Himſelf the Soul of our late Queer 

Anne of Bleſſed Memory, whoſe Diſpoſitions to 
Vertue were great and many, and who was a 
bright Example of Piety and Devotion; yet, the 
moſt proper Subject of Conſolation that we can 
propoſe to our ſelves is, that Kine G EO RGE 
is come to the Throne, and may He live long to 
be the Object of the Eſteem, Love, and the Vene- 
ration of all Europe. Her loſs is richly made 
up in Him; and what may we not hope, from 
his Wiſhes and Adminiſtration, to make us a glo- 
rious and a happy People? As Darius command- 
ed the Jews to * pray for the life of the King, and 
of his Sous, ſo let it be our earneſt Prayer to 
God, that this Armverſary may long be celebrated 
by us, that He wou'd place our King, as He pro- 
mis d Zorubbabel, as a Signet upon his right hand, 
5 and 
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and add that Loyal Acclamation to Him, which 
Tertullian ſaith the Roman People us'd to their 
Emperor, | That God wou'd bleſs him with 4 
long Life, a ſecure Kingdom, a ſafe Palace, a vali- 
ant Army, a faithful Council, a contented People, 


and (if it be poſſible) Peace with all the World. 


Never do evil, that good may come, and ne- 


ver join with ſuch as have ſolemnly invok d 


God, the Soveraign Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
to protect his preſent Majeſty,and yet perfidiouſſy 
enter'd into an Unnatural Rebellion againſt him, 
and with a bare-fac'd impudence, countenanc'd 
thePapiſts of Great Britain and Ireland toDethrone 


him, and bring in the Pretender, with a deſign 


of overturning the Hanover Succeſſion, and ma- 
king that Illuſtrious Houſe odious to all Poſterity. 
Every Man in this Kingdom hath Sworn, either 
by Hiurſelf, or by his Repreſentative in Parlia- 
ment, to defend his Majeſty, and abjur'd the 


Pretender; and therefore they who engage in 


War againſt the King, and take up Arms againſt 
him, call down all the Curſes denounc'd in Holy 
Scripture, to fall upon their Heads, as Falle 

ſwearers, and perjur'd Perſons, ſetting up a Po- 


'piſþ Prince. Men may be ſo infatuated as to 


believe they can ſecure themſelves by Equivo- 
cations and Mental Reſervations, by Falſbood and 


Prevarication and: other Jeſuitical Tricks, but let 


them know + God ſearcheth the heart, and can- 
not be imposd upon, mock'd, nor decei vid. 

| 8B 2 He 
+ Vieam prolixam, Imperium ſecurum, Domum tutam, exercitus 


fortes, Senatum fidelem, Populum probum, orbem quietum, {pal 
cap. 35. * Rom, 3. 8. | Jer. 17. T0, 
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He knows all their Doublings, all their Wind- 
ings, all their Shifts and By-ways, and ſo * diſ- 
2 their crafty devices, that their bande, 
Job ſpeaks, cannot perform their Emterprize. 
Abad cauſe, ungodly projects, wicked attewpts, 
Helliſh Plots, and an Unrighteous end muſt ex- 
pect no Blefling from Heaven ; and as great a 
Stateſman as Achitophel himſelf will prove a Fool 


when his advice is given to deſtroy thoſe, in 


oppoſition to God, whom he deſigns to defend 
and protect. aſi, and keep their Rights and 
Privileges from being Invaded and Trampled 
upon. | 
God will never juſtify Perjury, defend a Lie, 
or maintain Treachery and Dion Thoſe abo- 


minable, hellich, and revengeful Sins throw Men 


out of Gods protection. and whoever forſakes 
God for help, inſtead of a Deliverance and fa- 
ving himſelf, runs hi gſelf into Danger, and 


mult expect from a righteous God the ſame 
Doom with + Evil-Doers and Tranſereſſors, to be 


aut off, and rooted ont. But the ſalvation of the 


richteous cometh of the Lord, who 3s alſo their 


flrenath in the time of trouble. And the Lord ſhall 
tand by them, and ſave them, he ſhall deliver 


them fron the ungouly, and fhall ſave them, be- 
cape they put their truſt in him. | 


* The e Eye of the Lord js upon ther that fear 
1 he dies pleaſure in ſuch, and will bleſs them, 
both ſmall and great. Good Men and Religious 
Perſons may fall under particular and general 


Calamitics, 


8 


* * Chap. 5. 33.3 Fal. 37. 39 40, 41. * Dal, 33+ z. 18, 147. 11. 
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Calamities, and miſcarry in their Enterprizes, but 
generally ſpeaking, Divine Providence concerns 
it ſelf for them, bleſſeth, directeth, and proſpers 
all things for their good and ad vantage. + The 
Lord knoweth the way of the rigbteous, but the 
way of the ungodly ſhall periſh. 8 
I. Holineſs then is worth the following, be- 

J cauſe it brings Safety and Gods Protection with 
it. And this may be a Motive. ö 
1. To the Younger fort, to ſtudy after her | 
| + in the Days of their Youth, and to * know the - 
| God of their Fathers, and ſerve him with a per- 

fed heart, and with a willing mind, as David 
 advis'd his Son Solomon EY 8 

2. It may be an Admonition to Elder Men, | 
| | that they wou'd Þ perfe# Holineſs in the fear 
> of God, as St. Paul exhorts. And 
3. A Caution to Rich Men, that they wou'd 


| | add this purity of Lite to their Riches, for 

; however they may adorn themſelves with other 

. Things, yet without the Ornament of Holineſs - 
e they ſhall never ſee Gol. b 
„ It is what God decreed ꝓ before the foumdati- | 
} on of the world, that we ſhoud be Holy. It is 
p what he greatly deſires, || This is the will of | 
: God, even your Sandification, ſaid St. Paul to the | 
L Theſſalonians. To this he allures us by his own | 
. Example, * Be ye holy, for I am holy, and to 
i this he calls us, I for God, hath not calld s | 
8 unto uncleanneſs, but unto holineſs, f 
I So that if we do not follow after Holineſs, | 


we 


; + Pfal. 1. 7. } Eccleſ. 12. I. * Chron. 28, 8 2 Cor, 7. 1. 
+ Eph. 1. 4. U Theſ. 4.3. 1 Det, I. 15. f TBV. 4. 7. 
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we fruſtrate the end of Gods Eternal Decree 
and purpoſe, we contradict his Vill, and refuſe 
to obey it, we walk contrary to his example , 
and do not || wall worthy of the vocation in which 
me are call te. 

_ God preſcribing how he wouPd be ſerv'd, 
fays, In holineſs and righteouſneſs all the days of 
our life. And 

I. Holineſs containeth our Duty towards God, 
hath relation to the j7/i Table, reſpects God, and 
hence it is that Chriſt and his Apoſties ſo fre- 
quently enforce our Duty, from the Conſiderati- 
on of the Nature of God. Becauſe He | 1 4 
Spirit, therefore we ought to worſhip Him in Spirit 
and in Truth. Becauſe He is pure, therefore we 
ought to * purifie our ſelves, even as He is pure. 
Becauſe He is t perfect therefore we ought to be 
ſo too, fo far as our Natures are capable. And 
becauſe He is Holy, we ought to be ſo too * 7x 
all manner of Converſation. For by how much 
the more we tranſcribe theſe Qualifications and 
Diſpoſitions, ſo much the nearer are we to God, 
fo much the more Divine and Heavenly, and our 
Souls brought to a Conformity to God and Di- 
vine Goodneſs, . 

2. The other Service which God hath pre- 
ſcrib'd us in his Holy Word, is Righteouſneſs, and 
this hath reſpect to the Duties of the Second Ta- 
ble, and are to be exercis d in all our dealings, 
in all our words, promiſes, covenants, contracts, 


and mutual converſe one with another. Such as 
| Faith- 


| Eph. 4. 1.5 Luke. 1. 75. + 70. 4.24. 1 Jo. 3. 3. 4 Math, 


\ 


5. 48. 1 Pet 1. 15. 
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Faithfulneſs, Integrity, Honeſty, Juſtice, Mercy 
and Charity, and to do to others as we wou?d - 
be done unto our ſelves. And theſe two Servi- 


ces Holineſs and Rrghteonſreſs muſt be hearty and 


- 


the lips, but with the heart. For it your Re- 
ligion and Goodneſs, your Uprightneſs and In- 


tegrity, your Righteouſneſs and Sincerity go no 


further than outward ſhews, be merely Exter- 
nal, and not of a pure Conſcience, they are high- 
ly ſinful, imperfect, vain, and you are Holy and 
Righteous in appearance only, for ſome world- 
ly End, and not for the fake of God, or Juſtice, 
between Man and Man. +l 

* God requires truth in the inward parts, and 
is a Witneſs to the lincerity or falſeneſs of Mens 


purpoſes and deſigns, and knows if they believe 


as they ſay, it their Oaths when they are calFd 
to ſwear Allegiance to their Prince, or when they 
give Teſtimony in a (Court of jultice,carry any Fi- 
delity or Obedience in them or no, or whe- 
ther their promiſes agree with, or differ from 
their actions and performances. 

Men by Swearing, Ly ing, and Diſſembling may 
impoſe upon others and flatter themſelves, that 


their abowinable Sins will never be found out, 


making God no better than Baal, as if he nei- 
ther heard nor ſaw, and had nothing to do with. 
the Governance of worldly things, and even 
ſeem to defie Him, magnifying themſelves for 
Treaſon and Rebellion, and going from om 
an 
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and Promiſes ; but the + Strength of Iſrael i is not 


as a Man that He ſhou'd Lie, or Ts Son of Man 


that He ſhou'd be Deceiv'd. Such Holineſs and 


Righteouſneſs, ſuch Zeal, ſuch Loyalty, Faithful- 
eſs, and Engagements as are drawn from Per- 
jury and breach of Sojemn Oaths, will not be an 


acceptable Service to Almighty God, who is 


Truth it ſelf, and a ſevere Avenger to all ſuch as 


appeal to Him ; in caſes of Deceit and Perfideouſ- 


neſs, Fraud and Equi vocating. 
All Senſe and Fear of God muſt be renounc'd, 


all Shame, all Honour, all Modeſty, all Truth, all 1 


Faith, all Juſtice, all Proteſtations, all Security, 
all Regard to Conſcience baniſh'd, and the Lord 
of Heav en and Earth wholly excluded this low- 


er World, by ſuch who can with a bold face 


Swear to a Lie, and call him to witneſs they 


Swear Truth, when at the very ſame time they do 
not mean what they ſpeak; and know they do 


not; as if they never at all were to give an Ac- 
count for ſach baſe and unfaithful practices be- 
fore a Righteous and Juſt Judge. Whoſe Cry 
is the Church, and under that Clamor betray Her 
to thoſe who are Her profeſs'd Enemies, and 
themſelves the greateſt Obſtacle to Her Preſer- 
vation and Intereſt, under the Name of 
Churchmen., Was ever the Supream Majeſty of 
Heaven and Earth, the Great Governour of 


the World, fo trilled with by ſuch as call them 
ſelves Proteſtants, till theſe. Days? Was ever 


God ſo diſhonour'd and affronted by any Peo- 
pic 
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had given his Faith and Solemn Oath for their 
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cal. That is, tho the Prince had engag d his 
Faith andOath for their Security and ſafe conduct, 


had power 


in a great Meaſure were the Inſtruments of put- 
ting the Crowr on her Head, in return, ſhe put 
the Crown of Martyrdom on theirs __ 


Text. I come 117A 


at St. Giles / in the Fields. 19 


ple, except by Papiſts and their Emſſarres, Who 


proceed upon. ſuch notorious Principles as te 


n Spirit of the Rowiſh Church generally inſpires. 


Doctrine, and what F John Huſſ and Jerome of | 
Prague experienc d, who were Burnt after a Prince 


aith is not to be kept with Hereticks, is a Romiſb 


ſafety. In defence of that Perfidiozs,and Treache- 
rows fact, it hath been argu'd by Papiſte, that the 
Emperors Faith and Oath was a ſecurity to them 
againſt Secular Proceſs, but not againſt Eccleſiaſti- 


yet theChurcyas a ſuperiour and diſtinct Tribunal, 
Burn them as Heretichs. And Queen 
Mary's Royal word to the SyffolkMen, to allow 
them their Religion, came to Nothing, who tho 


- 


ar, that they 
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T Comncil of Conſtance, 


II. Tothe Reaſon enforcing it, without which 
ve Man ſhall ſee the Lord. There is a fourfold 


— 


ſight of God. N eee, ee 
1. In his Works, * The heavens declare the glo- 
. ry of God, and the firmament (heweth his handy 
work. And when we take a view of the whole 
Cteation of God, and the ſeveral parts, we may 
well be tranſported with admiration, and cry out 
with David + O Lord, how manifold are thy 


works | in wiſdom haſt thou made them all : the 


earth 3s full of thy riches, ſo is the great and wide 
ſea alſo. 
Sun and Moos The Earth, with all its Animals, 
Vegetables, Metals and Minerals be thin and 
tranſparent Air with all its Birds, and the vaſt 
and ſpacious Sea with all its Fiſbes, proclaim the 
inconcievable Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs 
of Almighty God, and where he that runs may 
read the glory of their Maker. But ask nom the 
beaſts, and they ſhall teach thee; and the fowls of the 
air, and they ſhall tell thee, or ſpeak, to the earth, 
and it ſhall teach thee, and the fiſhes of the ſea ſhall 
"declare unto thee. Who knoweth not in all theſe, 
that the hand of the Lord hath wrought this? In 
whoſe hand is the ſoul of every living thing, and 
the breath of all mankind, {aid Job, acknowledging 
the Doctrine of Gods Omnipotency *. | 


* 


Heaven, with all its Stars, Planets, I ſetears, 


2. God is to be ſeen in his Mord, by the Months 


of Holy Patriarch, Prophets, and Apoſil es, and in 
their inſpired Writings his Eternal Power and 
God-head may be read. 3. God 
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3. God is viſible in his Creatures, he hatli 
written his Name upon every one of them, and 


Printed the tootſteps of his Wiſdom in things 


inaninrate and things animate, and which do all 


demonſtrate the Wiſdom and Providence of one 
Supreme Creator and Preferver, which is God, 


the Lord Almighty. And 
4. He is to be ſeen in his Eſence, which is the 
Beatifical Viſion, in which Bleſſed Sight is con- 


center d all the Beauties and Glories of Heaven, 


and this is that Sight which is meant in the 


Wentz 3 


As the Romans did build their Temple of Ho- 
nour,aiter ſuch a manner, that none cou d come 
into it, but firſt he maſt paſs through the Tem- 


ple of Vertue, ſo the caſe is the ſame with the 


Temple of Heaven, there is no entring in there 
without firſt a paſſage through the Gates of Piel 
and Holineſs, = W 

To ſee, is properly the act of the Eye of Fleſh, 


but in the Text it is to be underſtood of the Eye 


of the Underſtanding, and muſt be meant of the 


Eyes of a Pure and Holy Mind; to ſee good is 
to enjoy and feel it, and to which ſence the 
P/almiſt expreſſeth, * who will ſhew us any good ? 
That is, who will bring us to the poſſeſſion or 
fruition of any good? And tho all Holy Perſons 

ſee God in this Life, in his Works, in his Word, 


in his Creatures, in his Eſſence, and ſome other 


things; yet at the beſt, + they ſee him, but as it 


were through a glaſs darkly. But in the next Lite 
A | G | they 
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they Chal ing hies face to face, ſee him in 8 | 


Jaſing Kingdom, reign with him, and in ſome 
Meaſure comprehend, but ſhall never be able to 
fathom the length, and bredth, and depth of his 
Eſential Clocks, which are Eternal; and by rea- 


fon of their ſtupendious Excellencies profoundly 
admirable and raviſhing. 


ebend, fo be might have 


a little time to behold the Magnitude, the Form, 
and Beauty of the Sun, what heart can ſufficiently 
admire the infinite F elicity which is to be had 


in the Eternal Contemplation of that Wee of 


which the Sun but Sadows? 


How amiable are the Tabernacles of the Lord of 


Hoſts, ſaid the Pſalmiſt, and if his Tabernacle, 
* that were but the work of Mens hands, had ſach 
an amiable Beauty, becauſe they were the Place 


where he manifeſted his Glorious preſence, how 


incomparably Glorious ſhall his Preſence it felt 
be, in his Heavenly Palace. + I» whoſe ſight is 


| fulneſo of joy, and at whoſe right hand are pleaſarer 


for evermore. 


And from this Beatifical Wien or ſeeing God 
in his Glory. muſt neceſſarily ariſe ſuch A and 
Delight, as || eye hath wot ſeen, nor ear heard, 
nor 3s. the heart of man able to conceive.' For the 
more we contemplate his Nature, in the next 
World, the more we ſhall conceive and diſcover 
of his tranſcendent Excellency, and thus our 


Pleaſure and Happineſs will nn of a conti 
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„ This is that\Incomprehenſible and Sipreme 
Being, whofe perfections are lovely, the Com- 


munications of whoſe Goodneſs are large, ſpread- 
ing, and diffuſive, whoſe Attributes are Infinite, 


and conſiſtent with each other, with whom Ho- 
lineſs in this Life qualifies for the Vifor of him 


in the next, and with whom the Souls of all 


Holy Perſons will be Happy, at the leaving of 
* And, O what vaſt Happineſs, an Happineſs 


ſurpaſſing all Happineſſes, and a Joy above all 
Joys will they then enjoy! For they ſhall con- 
verſe for ever with Holy and Heavenly Spirits, 


hve after an Angelical manner, and be in Com- 


munion with God. Profound Peace, ſweet 
Tranquility, a Joyful Conſcience, and Divine 


and Heavenly Comforts will be their conſtant 


Entertainment; and endleſs and everlaſting Re- 


” 
» 
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Tho there be various ſenſiblei Objects, con- 
ducing ſome way or other to our Gratification 


and delight here bow, yet they are diffatisfa- 


ctory, flitting, and inconſtant, a mere vacuity 
and nothingneſs, more in appearance than reali- 
ty, and when moſt exquiſite and raviſhing, they 
often leave us, and prove gawdy and nauſeous. 

But on the contrary, the Objects of our Sub- 
lime Contemplation in the next Life, will be ex- 
hibited to us in ſuch a delectable and grateful 


ſort, that we ſhall never be weary in the view of 
them, nor our Minds ever ſlide into a dull in- 


activity 
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* O Gaudium ſuper omne gaudium vincens omne gaudium, extra 
quod non eft gaudium, Ault, Solil. c.'35. 
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activity for want of Glorious objects to enter- 
tain themſelves withall, and our Eternity nathing 4 
elſe but conſtant Love, and Praiſe, Joy and || / 
Triumph, without any intermixtures of Sighs or | 7 
Tears, Sorrow, or Miſery. And we ſhall there! 
be- freed not only from thoſe Cares and Diſtra | | 
&ibns which attend our outward Condition and 
- Circumſtances in this Life, but alſo from thoſe | 
other infirmities, which now the weakneſs of! 
our Natures, and our preſent corruptible Bodies | - 
render us obnoxious to. Þ| All tears ſhall be 
wiped away from our eyes , there ſhall be no more 
death, neither ſorrow nor crying, neither ſhall there 
be any more pain. „ 891 
_ Laftlz. To ſumm up all with this Conſidera- 
tion. Our ſeeing God in the next Life, is eſtabliſh'd 
upon our Hol:eſs in this, for we muſt be Sæn- 
Fify'd before we can be Glorify'd. There muſt 
be Faith, Repentance, and returning to God, 
before Pardon or Juſtification. St. John deſcri- 
bing the Heavenly Jeruſalem faith, + 2 in 
#0 wiſe enter into it any thin that defileth. And 
as a proof to this St. Paul adds, || that Chriſs || 
by his own ſuffering perfected for ever them that 
are ſan#ify d, intimating, we mult be Sanctify d, 
JW EO 
The Tenure of the * Covenant 'which God 
male with the houſe of Iſrael, as the Apoſtle ob- 
ſerves, runs thus, he firſt ſaid; I will put my 
laws into their mind, and write them in their 
hearts, and then after that ſaying, follows, I 
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will be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, and their 
ſins and their aniquities I will remember no 
more. Las 5 


Enoch firſt walked with Gad. ORs plea 


: 


| a 
him, and then God took him, f and was tran- 
ſlated. Elijah was Zealous and fervent for the 

Law, and afterwards had his Heavenly Rap- 
ture, ꝓ the Lord took him up into Heaven by 2 

z whirlwind, to teach us, that even in an ordi- 
nary courſe there is no going to Heaven with- 
Foods d 
Our dins are not pardon'd before we truly re- 

pent, amend, and turn to God. He gives us 

8 Grace, and makes conditional promiſes of Salva- 

| tion, but till that Grace is receiv'd, and treaſur'd 

up in an honeſt Heart, God is not reconcil'd. He 

| doth not actually Juſtify or Forgive Sins, without 

.precedent Faith, Repentance, and Sincere Reſo- 

lutions, of becoming new Creatures. hom 

| God juſtifies, thoſe he glorifies, but it is a miſtake 

to imagine that God will glorifie any who are 

not ſanctify'd, for without Holineſs no Man ſhall - 
ſee the Lord. But if you ꝶ have your fruit unto. 
holineſs, you have the word of St. Paul for it, 
the end will beeverlaſting life. * 

Clothe your ſelves with that * Robe, devote 
your ſelves tothe Service of that God who hath 
done great things for us, and let his Mercies, | 
Goodneſs, Loving Kindneſs, and wonderful De- 7 
liverances lead. you all to Repentance, and make 
you an obedient and thankful People, to love a 
: ear 
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ee, e, always abounding in the work of the 


nour, Glory, Praiſe and Dag nom 
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fear hs * quiet and live in peace ons with 
another, and you ſhall die th Death of the RIH. 
teons,be adivitted into that pure and holy Habita. 
tion into-which all Holy Souls ſhall enter, and at 
the Day of Death be in 5 diſpoſi ition fit to behoid 
We glorious Face of God, that cannot * ſeen 
—.— true Holineſr. 

» ++ The Righteaus hath eh hb Deb. Faith 
the wile 3 | ſurely Throw,Caith the Preach- 1| 
ex. #het: it ſpall be well with thehw+haf fear Goc. 
He ſhall find favour at the day 2 ig Death, faith 
the don of Sirach. 

14 * If you live to the Lord, you alt 5 in the - 
Lordi and if vou apply your Tetves unto Holineſs, 
whether bu lie or die; you fall be the-Lords. * 


"+ Thereſe any beloved Brethren, be qe eee, 


Lord, forafmuch as je know that Jour Tebour is 
wot in bn in the Lond, To' whom be-all O- 


evermore. 
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